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Carson Announces $700,000 to Tahlequah for Higher Education 
Northeastern State University, Two Organizations to Receive Grants to 

Assist Students Succeed 
 

Washington, D.C. --  
     Second District Congressman Brad Carson (D-Claremore) announced today grants, 
totaling $702,106, to three recipients in Tahlequah from the Department of Education’s 
Talent Search Program. The program is designed to identify and assist students from 
economically disadvantaged backgrounds to graduate from high school and succeed in 
higher education. The grants awarded for Tahlequah were $190,000 to Northeastern State 
University, $190,000 to Quality Educational Services for Today and Tomorrow, 
Incorporated (QUESTT Inc.), and $322,106 to American Indian Resource Center, 
Incorporated (AIRC). 
       
      “This is a tremendous announcement for Tahlequah,” Congressman Carson said. 
“There were four recipients in Northeastern Oklahoma under this program, and three of 
them were from Tahlequah. This funding will be used to assist students in graduating 
from high school, and provide them the necessary resources and information to make an 
informed decision on continuing their education.” 
       
      The Talent Search program’s priority is to provide academic, financial, and career 
counseling to students who might not otherwise have access to this information. Funding 
under this program can also be used for tutorial services, assistance in completing 
financial aid and college admissions applications, and college entrance exam preparation. 
Talent Search projects may be conducted by institutions of higher education, and public 
or private agencies.  
       
      “The United States' place as a world power is in no small measure linked to the sound 
education of our children,” Congressman Carson said. “Education is the foundation in 
which we can improve the quality of life in Oklahoma. A high school diploma is 
absolutely essential in today’s economy, and additional educational experience will only 
serve to the benefit of the individual. The Talent Search program provides the necessary 



resources to empower individuals to succeed. I am very optimistic about the opportunities 
this grant will provide to Tahlequah.” 
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